STARTLINES

IT is very important that you ONLY use a verbal command to release your dog.  I do not want to release my dog on motion—any motion—my arm, my body, me moving.   There are times when I have fallen; there are times when I swing my arms; there are times when I lead out and don’t like where I lead out to so I move—so my dog needs to stay until I verbally release dog.   You need to be very cognizant that you do not verbally release and move simultaneously….as this will teach your dog to release on motion !  Verbal release ONLY !!

I have a very different startline training philosophy than many. When I am training startlines, I reward the release…not the stay. I do not reward the stays; I do not say STAY.   I train it and trust it.  The end.  I believe the two different perspectives puts the dog in a different mindset.  My dogs are eagerly waiting for my release so that I have a powerful quick release.   They are excited.   When continually rewarding the stay and saying “stay”, many dogs are ‘thinking’ about staying and can be slow at the start and a little anxious because they are worried about staying and not thinking about the release.  Make sense?? 

I also do not care if my dog sits, stands or downs-as long as they stay until released.

So how do I train it?   I start out being in motion.  When I stop, inevitably my dog will sit or down.  I say “OK” and give them a treat for getting up!     I start out by doing a few quick releases..as soon as the dog’s but hits the ground, I say OK and give a treat.  Then I start adding in duration of the sit so they have to sit longer in order to get released and rewarded.

Remember—NO MOTION.. only verbal command.   If your dog already has a startline or stay (or something close to it  )…they may not get up on your verbal release only because they don’t understand it is only a verbal release and they want to get up on your motion !

When I am leading out, I look at my dog’s eyeballs before I release.   I have just walked away and turned my back on my dog.  So I want to reestablish the connection by looking at their eyeballs.  

If you want to say “SIT’ or “DOWN’ go ahead.. and if you feel the need to say “STAY” go ahead but only ONCE !!

 
Startline Routine
1. Dog sits, downs or stands
2. Lead out or at least stand up
3. Re-establish eye contact with your dog 
4. Verbally Release your dog – You do NOT move
5. Dog starts moving 
6. THEN you can move !!!
7. -Move to different locations- ahead of your dog, behind your dog, to the side of your dog
8. -Add motion
9. -Add duration
10. -Add toy

Here are some videos. They are long…. But important.  Some information is redundant..some is not. So if you have time..watch them all 

 I  chopped off my head when filming so you cant see my eyeballs.  Sorry.

VIDEO 1:  Teaching Startline with Dynamic:  https://youtu.be/VqisTFCGYaA
Dy does not have a startline so this is a good video to watch to show how I train startlines !

VIDEO 2:  Tandem   This video is a continuation of startline work with added movement.   https://youtu.be/aHTbWIQ27Dw

VIDEO 3:  Syn.  Syn is going deaf..so I have to release her with motion. It is a learning experience for both of us.    In this video, I show how to start using toys to train startlines.  https://youtu.be/eITyVfHQr7A

VIDEO 4: JP.   This video shows JP startline training using a Lotus Ball.  https://youtu.be/ahyae17QevI

VIDEO 5: Startline Routine with Rev and Tandem  https://youtu.be/M5FxFmYX0xw

VIDEO 6: Startline with Toy outside with JP, Rev and Tandem  https://youtu.be/nyct2F4rxmw


So startlines and stopped contacts are similarly trained !  Dog should stay on contact until verbally released.   So we will go through the same routine with contacts as we do with contacts.

When training contacts, I use a toy as a target to get my dog to look and drive forward.    I will place a target out after my mat, bench or board and my dog must stay until released.    I sometimes throw the toy also and expect my dog to stay on contact until released.    I make sure that I can do these things on the ground first with no equipment before asking my dogs to do this on equipment.
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